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This Good Friday Service is an adaptation of the ancient Tenebrae service. Originally a 
monastic morning office anticipated in the evening, it was appointed for Holy Wednesday. 
Ours is a service of prayer, hymnody and seven readings that moves from light into darkness 
as a candle is extinguished after each reading. The diminishing light symbolizes the fading 
loyalty of the disciples and friends of Jesus. After the last reading the remaining candle is 
taken in procession out of the nave. The Strepitus (the great noise) liturgically represents the 
earthquake, as creation groans at the death of its Creator. After the Strepitus the candle is 
returned to its place, as the light that shines in the darkness and is not overcome. Strict 
silence is kept until the congregation leaves the church building. It is a salutary custom to 
keep this reverent silence until sleep. The omission of the benediction indicates the 
continuity of Good Friday with the Holy Saturday Vigil and Easter Sunday Eucharist. At the 
close of the service the minister and congregation leave in silence.  Worshipers are 
encouraged to remain for prayer and meditation, before leaving in silence. 
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The liturgy begins in silence after all have been seated.  The minister processes into the worship space in silence. 
 

 

Invocation  

P In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Collect for Good Friday 

P Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon 

the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Hymn               Beneath the Cross of Jesus         107 
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Silent prayer. 

The Darkness of Misunderstanding 

The Words in the Temple: John 2:13-21 

The first candle is extinguished – silence follows each candle in succession. 

 

Hymn    Christ is Made the Sure Foundation  (stanzas 1 & 2) 
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The Darkness of Betrayal 

The Words in the Upper Room: Matthew 26:14-29 

The second candle is extinguished. 

 

Hymn                        Glory Be to Jesus (stanzas 1,2,4 & 6) 
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The Darkness of Temptation 

The Words in the Garden: Matthew 26:30-31, 36-46 

The third candle is extinguished. 

 

Hymn                  Go to Dark Gethsemane (stanzas 1-3)                  
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The Darkness of Injustice 

The Words of the Trial: Mark 14:53, 57-64, 15:1 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 

 

Hymn                O Sacred Head Now Wounded (stanzas 3-4)                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Darkness of Denial 

The Words in the Courtyard: Mark 14:66-72 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 

Hymn                        Ah, Holy Jesus                      123 
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The Darkness of Rejection 

The Words before Pilate: Luke 23:13-25 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 

 

Hymn                 Were You There                        

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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The Darkness of Crucifixion 

The Words at the Cross: John 19:17-30 

The final candle is carried out. 

 

 

 

The Strepitus 

 

 

 

Tolling of the Bell 

The bell is tolled thirty three times, once for each year of Jesus’ earthly life.  
 

The Christ candle is returned in anticipation of Christ’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 

The congregation departs after a time of silent meditation. 
 
 
 

 Our worship continues with the Service of the Word for Easter Sunday. 


